Oocyte cryopreservation:

current knowledge and future
perspectives

Work-shop description

In this workshop, the current methods used for
metaphase Il human oocytes cryopreservation,
slow freezing and vitrification, will be described.
Different factors that may influence the results of
these techniques will be discussed. Particular
attention will be taken to the behavior of the
oocyte meiotic spindle during the exposure to
different cryoprotectants and different rates of
cooling. Moreover, the actual clinical efficiency of
oocyte cryopreservation for infertile couples and
in egg donation programs will be discussed and
compared. This topic is particularly important in
Italy where the restrictive legislation regarding
reproductive medicine prohibits embryo storage
while allowing cryopreservation of supernumerary

oocytes.
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Oocyte cryopreservation: current knowledge and future perspectives

Rome, 29 ™" September 2008

9.00-9.30 Welcome
Laura Rienzi, Italy

9.30-10.30 Keynote Lecture:

Oocyte and Ovarian Tissue Vitrification
Masa Kuwayama, Japan

Factors that may affect oocyte cryopreser-
vation

Chairmans: Romano S., lacobelli M.

10.30-11.00 Oocyte sensitivity to cryopre-
servation, an overview

Giovanni Coticchio, Italy

11.00-11.20 Effect of cumulus cells removal
before vitrification on meiotic spindle confi-
guration

Maria Giulia Minasi, Italy

11.20-11.40 Effect of oocyte cryopreserva-
tion protocol on meiotic spindle configura-
tion

Maria Patrizia Ciotti, Italy

11.40-12.00 Coffee break

12.00-12.20 Effect of cryoprotectant type on
meiotic spindle configuration
Lucia De Santis, Italy

12.20-12.40 Timing of oocyte cryopreserva-
tion Lodovico Parmegiani, Italy

12.40-13.00 Patient’s characteristic and oo-
cyte cryopreservation outcome
Michela Lappi, Italy

13.00-15.00 Lunch

Clinical application of oocyte cryopreserva-
tion

Chairmans: De Santis L., Minasi M.G.
15.00-15.20 Slow freezing: an effective ap-
proach to oocyte cryopreservation in infer-

tile couples
Maria Antonietta Bonu, Italy

15.20-15.40 Slow freezing: an effective ap-
proach to Ovarian Tissue cryopreservation

Raffaella Fabbri, Italy

15.40-16.00 Vitrification : an effective appro-
ach to oocyte banking in egg donation pro-
grams Ana Cobo, Spain

Round Table:

Different Italians experiences with oocyte
cryopreservation for infertile couples
Participants: Albani E., Antinori M., Chama-

you S., Romano S., Nottola S., Rienzi L.

16.00-16.10 Successful oocyte slow freezing

program Elena Albani, Italy

16.10-16.20 Disappointing oocyte slow free-

zing program Sandrine Chamayou, Italy
16.20-16.30 Discussion

16.30-16.40 Successful

program

oocyte vitrification

Monica Antinori, Italy

16.40-16.50 Technical difficulties related to
vitrification procedure

Stefania Romano, Italy

16.50-17.00 Discussion
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